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Investing in Innovation  i3
• National recognition that

Reading Recovery has 
research-based, proven 
results

– One example: 75% of lowest 
performing first graders in 12-
20 weeks accelerate to 
average with Reading 
Recovery



Dollars spent now  in RR will 
result in greater savings later
• 60-80% who reach 

average NEVER need 
additional support

• Savings in small group Title l
• Savings in Special Ed
• Savings in retentions
Results demonstrated on 

over 2 million children





RR’s Role in Response to 
Intervention (RTI)
• Short term one-to-one 

intervention (Tier 2 or 3)
• Screening identifies 

children most in need
• Progress monitoring used 

daily to plan lessons



“What Works” Clearing House
ONLY intervention with 

positive effects on
• Alphabetics (strong 

effects)
• General Reading Ability 

(strong effects)
• Fluency 
• Comprehension



RRCNA



Who is a Reading Recovery 
teacher?

• ½ time Reading Recovery
– Teaches an average of 8.1 

RR children each year

• ½ time in another role
– Teaches an average of 49 

total children each year



How many Reading Recovery 
teachers should I have?

• The goal is to serve all 
students who need this 
support

• Minimum served is 20% of 
all first graders in a building

• Target: 1 RR teacher per 2 
first grade classrooms

• This will dramatically cut 
future costs



How can I pay for Reading 
Recovery Teachers?

• Title I
• RTI
• Other special funds
• General funds



What other roles do Reading 
Recovery teachers play?

• Title 1 small groups
• ELL
• ½ day kindergarten
• Share first grade classroom
• Reading coach, data 

manager
• Special Ed teacher



Recruiting Schools
A school has to meet at least ONE of the following 

criteria to be eligible:

• A school on the state’s School Improvement 
Grant list

• A Title I school in restructuring or 
corrective action

• A school that is in a rural LEA

• A school that has a sizeable 
population of ESL students.
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Grant will pay all professional 
development expenses during 
training year
• Tuition for graduate credit
• Books, materials, supplies
• Instructional fees
• Professional development 

stipend to district



Schools will agree to--
• Keep teacher in role for 3 

years
• Participate in the federal 

evaluation activities
• Maintain Reading 

Recovery guidelines and 
standards



RR guidelines and standards
• Affiliate with Teacher Leader 

training site
• Trained Reading Recovery 

teacher will
– Participate in 6 ½ day 

professional development 
activities and school visits

– Teach as part of professional 
development behind a glass

– Collect and report evaluation 
data
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Partners
• Clemson University
• Georgia State University
• Lesley University
• Oakland University
• National Louis University
• New York University
• Saint Mary's College of 

California
• Texas Woman’s University
• The Ohio State University

• University of 
Arkansas at Little 
Rock

• University of 
Connecticut

• University of 
Kentucky

• University of 
Maine

• University of 
Northern Iowa

• University of South 
Dakota

• University of 
Pennsylvania 
(outside 
evaluator)



Training can begin this year!!
• Or for 2011-11


